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Chorus by A-bomb Survivors

‘Never Again’

1.

Original Words and Music by Kazumichi Terai

Can you hear us, the atom bomb survivors?
Can you hear our voices?

Don't make any more of us hibakusha
Even the blue sky is the color of sadness

. Do you remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki

Do you remember life and love both burning out?
Don’'t make any more of us hibakusha
Don't ever repeat that horrible day

. Can you hear the voices from every nation?

Can you hear them calling for peace?
Don’'t make any more of us hibakusha
No-one in the world should suffer this again
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Opening Address

Today, at the 71* Nagasaki Peace Ceremony with the attendance of Prime Minister Abe, our
esteemed guests, atomic bomb survivors, bereaved families, and citizens of Nagasaki, I would like

to begin by expressing my deepest condolences for those lost in the atomic bombing.

On August 9", 71 years ago, a single atomic bomb instantly reduced Nagasaki to a ruin, and
stole many precious lives. The surviving hibakusha were left with wounds that will never heal.
Today they continue to suffer from the aftereffects of radiation exposure, and from terrible unease

regarding their health.

The average age of the hibakusha is now more than 80. We, who have continuously urged that
Nagasaki must be the last place bombed by a nuclear weapon, must now ensure that we fully

convey the reality of the bombing to the next generation.

President Obama visited Hiroshima in May, and appealed to the nuclear weapon states to pursue a
world without nuclear weapons. I was deeply moved to see the President make a flower offering at
the Memorial Cenotaph, exchange words with hibakusha, and speak with children. I am certain that

President Obama’s, and the hibakusha’s wish for peace will be inherited by the young generation.

On the occasion of this historic event, we, the Nagasaki City Council, renewed our determination to
use all our strength towards eliminating nuclear weapons and attaining world peace, so as to ensure
that Nagasaki be the last place bombed by a nuclear weapon. With this renewed determination,
we will continue to urge world leaders to visit Nagasaki and Hiroshima, and put our efforts into

conveying the reality of the atomic bombing.

In closing, I pray that those who were lost to the atomic bomb may rest in peace, and I pray for the

good health of all the hibakusha and bereaved families.

Masanao Maiguma
Nagasaki City Council Chairman
August 9, 2016
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Nagasaki Peace Declaration

Nuclear weapons are cruel weapons that destroy human beings.

The instant that the single nuclear bomb dropped by a U.S. military aircraft on Nagasaki City at 11:02 AM on
August 9, 1945, exploded in the air, it struck the city with a furious blast and heat wave. Nagasaki City was
transformed into a hell on earth; a hell of black-charred corpses, people covered in blistering burns, people
with their internal organs spilling out, and people cut and studded by the countless fragments of flying glass
that had penetrated their bodies.

The radiation released by the bomb pierced people’s bodies, resulting in illnesses and disabilities that still
afflict those who narrowly managed to survive the bombing.

Nuclear weapons are cruel weapons that continue to destroy human beings.

In May this year, President Obama became the first sitting U.S. President to visit Hiroshima, a city which
was bombed with a nuclear weapon. In doing so, the President showed the rest of the world the importance
of seeing, listening and feeling things for oneself.

I appeal to the leaders of states which possess nuclear weapons and other countries, and to the people of the
world: please come and visit Nagasaki and Hiroshima. Find out for yourselves what happened to human
beings beneath the mushroom cloud. Knowing the facts becomes the starting point for thinking about a future
free of nuclear weapons.

This year at the United Nations Office at Geneva, sessions are being held to deliberate a legal framework
that will take forward nuclear disarmament negotiations. The creation of a forum for legal discussions is a
huge step forward. However, countries in possession of nuclear weapons have not attended these meetings,
the results of which will be compiled shortly. Moreover, conflict continues between the nations that are
dependent on nuclear deterrence and those that are urging for a start of negotiations to prohibit nuclear
weapons. If this situation continues, then the meetings will end without the creation of a roadmap for nuclear
weapons abolition.

Leaders of countries possessing nuclear weapons, it is not yet too late. Please attend the meetings and
participate in the debate.

I appeal to the United Nations, governments and national assemblies, and the civil society including NGOs.
We must not allow the eradication of these forums where we can discuss legal frameworks for the abolition
of nuclear weapons. At the United Nations General Assembly this fall, please provide a forum for discussing
and negotiating a legal framework aimed at the realization of a world without nuclear weapons. And as
members of human society, I ask you all to continue to make every effort to seek out a viable solution.

Countries which possess nuclear weapons are currently carrying out plans to make their nuclear weapons
even more sophisticated. If this situation continues, the realization of a world without nuclear weapons will
become even more unlikely.

Now is the time for all of you to bring together as much of your collective wisdom as you possibly can, and
act so that we do not destroy the future of mankind.

The Government of Japan, while advocating nuclear weapons abolition, still relies on nuclear deterrence. As
a method to overcome this contradictory state of affairs, please enshrine the Three Non-Nuclear Principles in
law, and create a “Northeast Asia Nuclear Weapons-Free Zone” (NEA-NWFZ) as a framework for security
that does not rely on nuclear deterrence. As the only nation in the world to have suffered a nuclear bombing
during wartime, and as a nation that understands only too well the inhumanity of these weapons, I ask the
Government of Japan to display leadership in taking concrete action regarding the creation of a nuclear
weapons-free zone, a concept that embodies mankind’s wisdom.

The history of nuclear weapons is also the history of distrust.



In the midst of this distrust between nations, countries with nuclear weapons have developed evermore
destructive weapons with increasingly distant target ranges. There are still over 15,000 nuclear warheads
in existence, and there is the ever-present danger that they may be used in war, by accident, or as an act of
terrorism.

One way of stemming this flow and turning the cycle of distrust into a cycle of trust is to continue with
persistent efforts to create trust.

In line with the peaceful ethos of the Constitution of Japan, we have endeavored to spread trust throughout
the world by contributing to global society through efforts such as humanitarian aid. In order that we never
again descend into war, Japan must continue to follow this path as a peaceful nation.

There is also something that each and every one of us can do as members of civil society. This is to mutually
understand the differences in each other’s languages, cultures and ways of thinking, and to create trust on
a familiar level by taking part in exchange with people regardless of their nationality. The warm reception
given to President Obama by the people of Hiroshima is one example of this. The conduct of civil society
may appear small on an individual basis, but it is in fact a powerful and irreplaceable tool for building up
relationships of trust between nations.

Seventy-one years after the atomic bombings, the average age of the hibakusha, atomic bomb survivors,
exceeds 80. The world is steadily edging towards “an era without any hibakusha.” The question we face now
is how to hand down to future generations the experiences of war and the atomic bombing that was the result
of that war.

You who are the young generation, all the daily things that you take for granted - your mother’s gentle hands,
your father’s kind look, chatting with your friends, the smiling face of the person you like — war takes these
from you, forever.

Please take the time to listen to war experiences, and the experiences of the hibakusha. Talking about such
terrible experiences is not easy. I want you all to realize that the reason these people still talk about what they
went through is because they want to protect the people of the future.

Nagasaki has started activities in which the children and grandchildren of the hibakusha are conveying the
experiences of their elders. We are also pursuing activities to have the bombed schoolhouse at Shiroyama
Elementary School, and other sites, registered as Historic Sites of Japan, so that they can be left for future
generations.

Young people, for the sake of the future, will you face up to the past and thereby take a step forward?

It is now over five years since the nuclear reactor accident in Fukushima. As a place that has suffered from
radiation exposure, Nagasaki will continue to support Fukushima.

As for the Government of Japan, we strongly demand that wide-ranging improvements are made to the
support provided to the hibakusha, who still to this day suffer from the aftereffects of the bombing, and that
swift aid is given to all those who experienced the bombing, including the expansion of the area designated
as having been affected by the atomic bomb.

We, the citizens of Nagasaki, offer our most heartfelt condolences to those who lost their lives to the atomic
bomb. We hereby declare that together with the people of the world, we will continue to use all our strength
to achieve a world without nuclear weapons, and to realize everlasting peace.

Tomihisa Taue
Mayor of Nagasaki
August 9, 2016
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Pledge for Peace

As a child, I was taught that “Japan is the country of the gods. We will not want anything until we win the war”. Despite
this, I spent my days running in panic during air raids, and holding my breath in air raid shelters, convinced that Japan’s
defeat was at hand.

At 11:02 AM on August 9, 1945, the single atomic bomb dropped by America exploded here, 500 meters above
Urakami. Nagasaki instantly became a ruin.

Beneath the mushroom cloud was a scene of carnage which defies imagination. A total of 74,000 people were killed.
This includes Chinese and Korean nationals who were brought as forced laborers, and prisoners of war from America
and elsewhere. They were all indiscriminately killed. Insects, birds, plants, and all other living things were annihilated.

I was nine years old. It was as I was climbing a great tree to cut branches 6.5 kilometers from the hypocenter, that I
was dazzled by an enormous fireball, heard an earsplitting explosion, and was blown away by an incredible blast. I lost
consciousness.

The next day, I learned the extent of the tragedy from my mother, sister and brother, who were participating in relief
activities. They all bled from their gums and lost their hair. They endured lengthy suffering, and passed away from
radiation disease one after the other.

President Obama spoke poetically when he was welcomed at Hiroshima. He said that, “death fell from the sky”.
However, I cannot help but feel that the dropping of atomic bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima was an experiment of
two different bombs. After all, the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima had a core of uranium, whereas the atomic bomb
dropped on Nagasaki was a plutonium-type bomb.

The bombed city recovered with the help of international aid. However, we, the hibakusha, have spent every single day
of the past 71 years in agony. The second and third generation hibakusha have inherited our suffering. We wish for the
government to create a political solution concerning aid for “radiation disease” and “individuals who have experienced
the atomic bomb”. We do not want the courts to continue to decide the outcome of these cases.

However, even when we are conveying the damage caused by the absolute evil which is nuclear weapons, we do not
forget the history of Japanese aggressions during the Second Sino-Japanese War, and the Asia-Pacific War.

Japan deeply reflected on the past, and created and protected the “Constitution of Japan”, which has become the model
for world peace. Now let us enshrine the “Three Non-Nuclear Principles” in law, promote friendship with neighboring
countries, and establish a “North East Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone” (NEA-NWFZ). By doing this we will finally
create a peaceful future.

We wish for the government to abolish security legislation which violates the Constitution of Japan, to not rely on
America’s nuclear umbrella, and to urge America, Russia, and other nuclear-weapon states to adopt a policy of “No First
Use”. It is our hope that Japan will establish an honorary position for itself in the movement to prohibit nuclear weapons.

As long as scientific advances do not contribute to the happiness of mankind, and monopolies on resources and the gap
between the rich and the poor continue to increase, then the world will become increasingly unstable. The desire to
“realize a world without nuclear weapons”, as championed by President Obama, aims at achieving lasting peace through
humanity’s wisdom. It shares this goal with the international movement by the non-nuclear states to prohibit nuclear
weapons. We strongly wish for, and would welcome, a visit by President Obama to Nagasaki, “the last place to be
bombed by an atomic bomb”.

We, the hibakusha, are convinced that “peace cannot be protected by military force”. We will work closely with all the
world’s nuclear victims; those who were exposed to radiation through nuclear production, processing, experiments,
unexpected accidents, and disposal. We will also cooperate with the people of Hiroshima, Fukushima, and Okinawa.
Until the day the last nuclear weapon is destroyed, we will continue to do this. We pledge to work with Nagasaki’s youth
to pass on the concept of “Human Security”. We pledge that we will never abandon, and that we will continue to make
progress, in our historic duty to pass on to our children a peaceful world without nuclear weapons and without war.

Let us achieve the abolition of nuclear weapons together with the people of the earth!!

Nagasaki must be the last.

Toyokazu Thara
Atomic Bomb Survivor Representative
August 9, 2016
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CHILDREN'S CHORUS

That Child , . .
Lyrics by :  Takashi Nagai

Music by :  Fumio Kino
Translated by : Brian Burke-Gaffney

Remaining on the wall, scribbled in childish letters
That child's name

I call out and listen secretly, attentively.

Oh, if only that child were still alive.

A loudspeaker blaring at the sports day event
Hearing it indoors I run out to see

The uniform crossing the goal line.

Oh, if only that child were still alive.

However aware that the child is gone forever
I notice, leaving the gate at sunset,

The flowers of the hageito in the summer heat.
Oh, if only that child were still alive.
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(translated by B. Burke-Gaffney)
Composed by Michiru Ohshima

T B #5
A Thousand Paper Cranes
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1. FFI~NOEBEWH /21 1. With a renewed pledge for peace

HED B DOEE X T 5 I fold a scarlet crane
YAV AN E S And with a pure and noble heart
HWERHT D) 7272 A I fold a fresh white crane
bEHPHLHE V% And then I fold a bright red crane,
IREDEEIZHT 2 burning with emotion.

. RIS OHT D 135 < . With a fervent prayer for peace
ROBEES I fold a purple crane
ORI NL AL And for the people buried in the fields
O WERIT ) 7272 A I fold a yellow crane
IKIEIZ LA LIS And then I fold a dark blue crane,
HFLowBzs for the people sunken in the water’s depths.

. CFRINDFE W 20T . With an aspiration for peace
k7 b T % I fold a grass green crane

And for the lives heavier than the Earth

I fold an indigo crane

And then I fold a soft pink crane,

gazing with hope and dreams to the future.

And still gazing with hope and dreams,

I fold a rainbow-colored crane.
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NAGASAKI CITIZENS PEACE CHARTER

The city of Nagasaki served for centuries as a gateway for the introduction of foreign
culture and knowledge to Japan, and through this history of international exchange it has
developed its own unique cultural heritage.

On August 9, 1945, Nagasaki was devastated by the explosion of an atomic bomb.
Reflecting upon the actions of our predecessors in past wars, and remembering the
unending sufferings of the atomic bomb survivors, we resolve to ensure that Nagasaki is
the last place on Earth subjected to the horror and misery of a nuclear holocaust.

Lasting world peace is the common aspiration of all humanity.

In accordance with the spirit of peace cited in the Japanese constitution, we pledge
out utmost efforts to promote a life of democracy, peace and safety and to work for the
realization of global harmony. We hereby establish, on the 100th anniversary of the
inauguration of our modern municipal administration, the “Nagasaki Citizens Peace
Charter.”

1. We will strive to create and maintain a bright social environment characterized by
thoughtfulness, respect for human rights, and freedom from discrimination.

1. We will strive to enhance peace education and to inform our children — on whose
shoulders the future lies — about the horror of war and the reality of the atomic
bombing.

1. We will strive to promote the prosperity and welfare of humanity in cooperation
with the United Nations and cities around the world while strengthening bonds of
friendship as an international culture city.

1. We will strive for world peace and disarmament by observing the Three-Fold Non-
Nuclear Principle (not to manufacture, store or introduce nuclear weapons) and by
pressing the Japanese government to strictly observe this principle.

1. As the mission of an atomic-bombed city, we will strive to rid the Earth of nuclear
weapons by revealing the horror of nuclear destruction and by joining in efforts with
peace-loving people everywhere.

The citizens of Nagasaki proclaim, to all the people of Japan and other countries,

an unbending determination to achieve the ideals expressed in this charter by carrying
various peace-promotion measures into concrete practice.

(Resolved by the Nagasaki City Council on march 27, 1989)
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