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Bird Census Report for Tega Marsh and Surrounding Areas VI
1995 Reedbeds, Farmiands, Woodlands

Yasuyuki Saito, Noriko Ohyama

The Abiko City Museum of Birds and the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology conduct
regular surveys of the avifuana in the Tega Marsh region. Birds habitats are divided into four
basic categories, water surfaces, reedbeds, farmlands (including both wet rice paddies and dry
fields) and woodlands. This report summarizes the 1995 data for reedbeds, farmlands and
woodlands.

Reedbeds The edges of Tega Marsh, inside the leevee, are occupied by beds of reeds,
cattails and other aquatic plants, which offer habitat to various birds.

Research for 1995 identified 29 species in 16 families and 7 orders. The greatest number of
species (17) was recorded in November, and the least (3) in June. Great Reed Warbler, which
breeds in this habitat, was dominant from spring through summer. Tree Sparrow was dominant
in fall and winter. Coot was common throughout the year.

Farmlands The low-lying areas around Tega Marsh are planted as irrigated rice paddy, and
the higher, better-drained areas are used for dry vegetable fields.

Research for 1995 identified 36 species in 20 families and 9 orders. The greatest number of
species (15) was recorded in May, and the least (2) in October. The most number of individual
sightings was for Skylark (431), followed by Carrion Crow (174). Skylark were especially
numerous from fall through winter.

Woodlands The slopes between the low-lying marsh and paddy habitats and the uplands are
covered by a mixed coppice forest, including both broadleaved evergreen species (Quercus,
Castanopsis), conifers (Pinus, Cryptomeria, Chamaecyparis) and broadleaved deciduous (Quercus,
Zelkova) species. Research for 1995 identified 35 species in 17 families and 6 orders. The greatest
number of species (23) was recorded in January, and the least (6) in July and October.
Brown-eared bulbul was the most common species throughout the year. Other common species

included Japanese White-eye, Tree Sparrow and Oriental Goldfinch.

KEY WORDS: Avifauna, count survey, reedbeds, farmlands, coppice forest, Tega Marsh

Abiko City Museum of Birds. Kohnoyama 234-3, Chiba, 270-11, Japan.

Bull. Abiko Mus. Birds Vol. 5 : 175—185 (1996)



