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Change in the Numbers of Singing Great Reed Warbler of Tega Marsh

Noriko Ohyama

Research on the number of singing Great Reed Warbler was conducted along the southern
shores of Tega Marsh. Great Reed Warbler breed in japan, and in Chiba Prefecture are known to
sing from April through July. The southern shore of Tega Marsh are surrounded by extensive
reed beds, and from ideal breeding habitat for these warblers. Since 1993, research has
documented weekly changes in the number of singing birds. Surveys were conducted daily from
18 to 26 April, in order to establish the first day of singing. After that, weekly surveys continued
until 25 July.

In 1995, the first song was recorded on 26 April, slightly later than the previous two years.
The number of singing birds increased steadily afterwards, reaching a peak (23) on 30 May. From
early June, the number of singing birds decreased, and no songs were recorded on 25 July.

Since autumn of 1995, construction work, including a walking path, has been ongoing in the
research area. Future research will determine if this construction work has impacted the Great

Reed Warbler breeding habitat.

KEY WORDS: Great Reed Warbler, song counts, Tega Marsh, reedbeds

Abiko City Museum of Birds. Kohnoyama 234-3, Abiko, Chiba, 270-11, Japan.
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