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Technique for Preparing Bird Skin Specimens.

Ken-ichi Tokita

Techniques for preparing bird skin specimens have failed to keep pace with the growing
popular interest in birds and improvements in observation technology. The first step in preparing
top-quality specimens is to accurately assess the degree of putrefaction and injuries to the
carcass. A quality carcass will show little or no feather loss around the eyes, and on the throat
and chest. If the carcass is judged suitable for preparation, it should be immediately preserved by
freezing in a sealed air-tight bag or container. Next, the skins should be treated with a
super-saturated solution of burnt alum to prevent drying and loss of feathers, and washed with a
detergent.

These techniques for proper preparation of skins should be made widely available. Large
numbers of bird carcasses, which in the past have been thrown away and wasted, can then be

put to use as valuable scientific materials and attractive museum displays.

KEY WORDS: skin preparation techniques, skin specimens, preservation, burnt alum
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